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SUBJECT: Age Group Formation Change - Birth Year to School Year
TO: ALL FLIGHT MEMBERSHIP

Ascension Flight Soccer Club (Flight) officially announces that beginning with the 2026/27 soccer season, Flight
will move to School Year registration (August 1 — July 31). This change follows US Youth Soccer’s decision made
in June of 2025.

US Youth Soccer CEO Tom Condone explained the decision:

“At US Youth Soccer, our mission is to support the development of every player. After careful
collaboration with our partners and listening to our membership, we believe this shift to an August
1 player formation cycle better aligns with school calendars, supports social and individual needs,
and ultimately enhances the youth soccer experience for families across the country.”

Before confirming this transition, Flight carefully evaluated several options to determine the best solution for both
our players and the club as a whole. Two alternative approaches were considered but ultimately not adopted for
the reasons outlined below.

Option #1: Keep all teams as calendar birth year groups - Our first option was to keep all teams grouped by
calendar birth year. The challenge with this approach is competitive balance. Birth-year teams would compete
against school-year teams from other clubs, meaning our players could regularly face opponents who are at a
minimum of being up to eight months older and with the maximum being 20 months older.

For example, a team of 2014 birth-year players (January 1-December 31) could face teams formed on an August
1-July 31 cycle. This would consistently place our teams at a physical and developmental disadvantage. For this
reason, maintaining calendar birth-year teams was not in the best interest of the collective group.

Option #2: Grandfathering in the change - Another option was to “grandfather” the transition - allowing current
U11 and older teams to remain in calendar birth-year groups while moving U10 and younger teams to
school-year formation. While this appeared workable on paper, it would create increasing administrative,
operational, and program challenges over time.

One major issue arises when age groups must be combined (for example, U13 and U14). If one group is
school-year based and the other is calendar-year based, players would eventually be forced to change
formations anyway - often at an older, more sensitive stage. Flight determined there was no collective benefit to
delaying the transition when implementing it now allows the club and families to settle into the new structure
sooner.

Perspective on change - In 2016, U.S. Soccer Clubs moved from school-year formation to calendar-year
formation - the reverse of what we will experience in 2026/27. At that time, many of the same concerns existed:
fear of change, discomfort with new teammates and a desire to stay in familiar environments. These reactions
are normal.
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What remained true then - and remains true now - is that the game itself does not change. Players still play,
compete, and enjoy soccer, while families make new friendship groups and their soccer family begins to grow
bigger for the better. Those who approach this transition with an open mindset will adapt more quickly and benefit
much, much sooner.

Remaining in the Same Age Group for the 2025/26 and 2026/27 Seasons - We recognize that for some
families, this transition may feel like their child is being asked to “repeat” an age group. That concern is
completely understandable. However, it is important to emphasize that this is not a step backward in
development. Age groups are administrative structures, not indicators of progress or ability. Player development
occurs on an individual timeline where development and growth are not a linear process. Many players benefit
from remaining with peers closer to their school grade by gaining confidence, leadership opportunities, and
physical readiness.

A similar adjustment occurred in 2016, when US Youth Soccer last changed age group formation. At that time,
many players moved from U10 to U12 or U11 to U13, which was often described as “skipping” a year. While this
initially caused understandable concern with questions such as “Is my player ready?” being common, the
long-term results showed little disruption. Players continued to train, compete, and enjoy the game, families
formed new friendships, and individual soccer journeys moved forward successfully. History has shown that while
change can feel uncomfortable at first, players adapt and thrive when given time and support.

While Flight will fully transition to school-year registration, two exceptions will be available:

1. Play-Up Exception
Players entering the competitive program or current competitive players who meet Flight’s play-up
policy, may be approved to play up one full age group.

2. August/September Birth Exception (One-Time Choice)
Players born in August or September who were intentionally placed as the youngest in their school
grade may make a one-time decision on which age group they prefer to play with (i.e., their school year
social group or the US Soccer registration year) pending LSA Play-up petition approval.

Flight will host Open Forum meetings to review this information and answer questions:
e Wednesday, February 10 | 6:30-8:00 PM
e Thursday, February 11 | 6:30-8:00 PM
e Location: Gonzales City Hall, 120 S. Irma Blvd, Gonzales, LA 70737

We strongly encourage families to attend if you have any questions and wish to receive first hand information and
clarification regarding how this change may impact their child.

Thank you for your continued trust and support as we move forward together.

Please feel free to contact me at bobby capewell@ascensionflight.org if you have any questions or require
further information.

Sincerely,

rj Fi _-"| /

Bobby Capewell
Executive Director, Ascension Flight Soccer Club
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